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ABSTRACT 
Name                 : Bisniati Nurdin 
Reg. Number     : 40300107014 
Title             : Gender Discrimination of Woman in Arab in “In The Land of   Invisible 
Women” Novel by Qanta A. Ahmed (Feminist Approach)  
Consultans         : 1. Prof. Dr. H.M. Rusydi Khalid, M.A. 
 2. Muhammad Nur Akbar Rasyid, M.Pd., M.Ed. 
 
This research is about gender discrimination of woman in Arab in the novel “In The 
Land of Invisible Women” by Qanta A. Ahmed analyzed by using feminist approach. The 
purposes of this research are to find out: 1. the forms of gender discrimination suffered by 
Arab women in the novel In The Land of Invisible Women by Qanta A. Ahmed. 2. the ways 
of women facing gender discrimination in Arab in the novel In The Land of Invisible Women 
by Qanta A. Ahmed.   
The method of this research was descriptive qualitative method. The main source of 
data in this research was In the Land of Invisible Women novel by Qanta A. Ahmed, which 
was published in 2008, and secondary data were taken from literature texts such as books and 
internet browsing, those were inextricably related to the issues. The data collection technique 
in this research was the library technique.  The data analysis technique in this research was 
heuristic, the actual reading of it this heuristic can be a synopsis or a style of language usage. 
The instrument of data in this research is note-taking.    
In this research, the writer found that there are many forms of gender discrimination 
in the novel, they are: marginalization, subordinate, stereotype, violence. And the variety 
ways of Arab woman in facing them are: they wanted a change in various aspects of life and 
the negative perception of the role woman in home and in society, they did protest actions, 
and formed an organization to fulfill their rights which were neglected by law and tradition in 
Arab. 
The Implication of this research is to give more descriptions to the readers, especially 
the student of English Literature Department about the form of gender discrimination, and 
ways of facing them expressed in the novel.            
   
 
 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Background 
The literature work is a work of imaginative literature that has close 
relation with things outside of literature. History and environmental factors 
contribute to the formation of literature, because literature is written by the author 
as member of the community who take the idea of events that occur in society 
itself. Ricoeur in Faruk (2010:48), argued that the writing of literature take a 
distance from the real circumstance of the environment production. This is 
similarly with the novel translation The Lost Arabian Woman translated by Gita 
Romadhona and Leinovar Bahfein from the original title  In The Land of Invisible 
Women.   
The study of literature is important to know the relation of literature to the 
reality that exists in the community. Similarly, feminist approach to research 
through "The rationale of the research literature of feminist perspectives is the 
attempt of understanding the position and role of women as reflected in literary 
work." The values contained in the community basically reflects social reality and 
give effect to the society. Therefore, works of literature can be used as a medium 
to know the social reality that is creatively prepared by the author (Suharto, 2010: 
68).  
With regard to gender, this is still a lively discussion of issue among Arab 
women. It is realized that the gender issue is a new issue for the Arab community, 
especially Arab women in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia who uphold the tenets of 
1 
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Islam, giving rise to various interpretations and disproportionate response about 
gender. One of the factors that influence the gender discrimination is different 
kinds of interpretations about the meaning of gender. 
Seeing the condition of Arab women today, in which confusion and 
misunderstanding about the meaning and concept of gender in relation to the 
business of the emancipation of Arab women who want to achieve their rights still 
happen and that becomes another factor for the gender discrimination in Arab is 
an understanding that has been ingrained in Arab society that women are weak 
creatures, low status and cannot compete with the ability of men in various fields. 
This is because there is not clarity about the meaning and concept of gender in 
society that resulted in a variety of discrimination against women. If we observe 
that the violence that occurs in women is violence that occurs in gender beliefs. 
The form of this violence occurs between men against women. Even so women 
become more vulnerable because of its position low in the eyes of society, as 
economically, socially and politically. 
People's live, especially women in Saudi Arabia, is always interesting to 
discuss because their existence wedged in the traditional cultural rules that make 
them enslaved. Yet at the same time speeding the rate of modernity life brings 
changes in all parts of the world. So it is definitely very interesting phenomenon 
to be exposed for the world community knowing what is happening related to the 
reality of the live of women in country where the Ka’ba is located.   
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Based on the background above, the writer is interested in revealing and 
explaining the various forms of gender discrimination against Arab women and 
how they face these forms of gender discrimination.  
B. Problem Statements 
This research involves issues of Arab women who have always been 
assumed objects or inferior and not be subject or superior with the following 
research problems: 
1. What are the forms of gender discrimination suffered by Arab women in 
the novel In The Land of Invisible Women by Qanta A. Ahmed? 
2. How do Arab women face gender discrimination in Arab in the novel In 
The Land of Invisible Women by Qanta A. Ahmed? 
C. Objective of Study 
Based on the exposure of the formulation of the problems above, this research 
aims as follows: 
1. To describe forms of gender discrimination suffered of Arab women in the 
novel In The Land of Invisible Women by Qanta A. Ahmed. 
2. To explain ways of women facing gender discrimination in Arab in the 
novel In The Land of Invisible Women by Qanta A. Ahmed. 
D. Significance of the Study 
This research is expected to provide benefits to readers of literature and 
women in particular. The benefits of this research as follows: 
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1. This research is expected to give contribution to human resource 
development effort of women and to promote equality of rights and 
dignity in particular, and to increase appreciation of literature in the 
country both for the writer and for readers in general. 
2. This research is expected to provide motivation and contribution to 
students majoring in literature, literary observers, and the public in 
expressing modern Indonesian literature in general and in expressing 
gender issues in particular. 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
A. Previous Study 
Dewi (2007) conducted a study related to gender issues under the title 
“Absalom, Absalom!” by William Faulkner’s. This study was focused on gender 
inequality in the female characters of the novel, as well their minds and actions 
whether or not they are subjects to “gender inequality” perspective. This study 
explored the characters of Thomas Surpen and his act to Eulalia, Clytie, Judith, 
Rose, and Milly Jones. She concluded that being an independent woman is not as 
a simple as people thinking and living condition also pays an important role in 
determining the way of life. 
Another study about gender issue was conducted by Jafar (2008) under the 
title The Representation of Moslem Women Published in The West in The Text 
Written by Moslem Women. This study discussed about negative image or 
representation of Islam published in the face of western where published moslem 
women as weak and negative image and analyzed moslem women characters 
where the western always see moslem women as weak women and than when 
west see western women as strong women. So in this thesis the writer just try to 
comparison between moslem and western women in face of western.       
Based on the thesis above, those studies have correlated with this study. This 
study attempts to reveal the various forms of gender discrimination suffered by 
Arab women in the novel In The Land Of Invisible Woman by Qanta A. Ahmed, 
because as far as knowledge of the writer from reading the available literatures 
5 
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that the novel In The Land Of Invisible Woman by Qanta A. Ahmed has not been 
researched. 
B. Gender Concepts  
The term "gender" was first introduced by Robert Stoller to separate the 
human characterization based on the defining of social-culture by defining the 
physical characteristics derived from biological (Nugroho, 2008:2-3).  
      To understand the concept of gender, it should be distinguished from the word 
gender with the word sex. The definition of sex is a division characterization of 
two human sexes determined biologically that attach to a particular sex. While the 
concept of gender is a trait inherent in men and women who are socially and 
culturally construed (Fakih, 2010:7-8).  
        In Webster's New World Dictionary, gender is defined as a visible difference 
between men and women in terms of value and behavior. In the Woman's Studies 
Encyclopedia explained that gender is a cultural concept that attempt to make 
distinctions in terms of roles, behavior, mentality, and emotional characteristics 
between men and women who thrive in the community (Kadarusman, 2005:19-
20). 
         Hilary M. Lips in his famous book Sex & Gender: an Introduction defines 
gender as the cultural expectations of men and women. This opinion is in line 
with the opinion of feminists, such as Lindsey assumed what a given society 
defines as masculine or feminine is a component of gender (Umar, 2010:30).  
         H. T. Wilson in Sex and Gender defines gender as a basis for determining 
the influence of cultural factors and collective life in distinguishing male and 
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female. Somewhat in line with the opinions cited by Showalter that define gender 
distinction is more than just men and women viewed from the construction of 
social-culture, but gender is an analityc concept whose meanings we work to 
elucidate, and a subject matter we proceed to study as we try to define it (Umar, 
2010:30). 
From the various definitions of the above, the writer can conclude that 
gender is a concept that is used to identify differences in men and women in terms 
of socio-cultural influences. Gender in this sense is a form of social constructions 
in society, not something that is given. 
Gender as a socio-cultural phenomenon is defined as the social impacts 
that arise in a society because of discrimination based on gender. This is referred 
to gender as a socio-cultural phenomenon, involving the community in it, 
consciously or unconsciously. This is an awareness that exists in a society, that 
things come from gender discrimination socio-cultural nature. 
Gender as a social conscience is not owned by any person (male and 
female). Therefore, there should be social awareness about gender, that 
classification based on gender and the implications for social life are not given 
(not destiny), but the nature of socio -cultural. Therefore, if there is anything 
detrimental to certain parties, then it can be changed. Although gender 
conceptions cannot be separated from the assumptions built by socio-cultural, 
either through the paradigms of ideological and philosophical, with particular 
interests. 
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Subhan (1999), explaining about nature. According to him, there are two 
different natures, known for men and women. First of natural is differences that 
are absolute and refers to things that are biological. By nature man and women 
having sex differences and their functions. Women have breasts, vagina, ovaries, 
and uterus so they have the ability to menstruation, childbirth, and breastfeeding. 
Of course, female genitalia and reproductive is different from the man who has a 
penis and testicles and sperm function in fertilization. Because of biological 
differences is absolutely comes from God in nature, do not change from time to 
time and applicable to all humans (Febriasih, 2009).  
Women guaranteed by Islam on theological and rational arguments to 
obtain their rights in various areas of society such as social, political, cultural and 
so forth, but they are required to pay more attention to domestic issues and family, 
so often naturally occur restriction space and their activities in public spaces. For 
that Muslim women are trying to find a way out. 
Arab women are the women of Islam who has not organization or political 
party which campaigned for the release and realize the demands that they submit 
with logical reasons. Without the power of the masses and politics, Arab women 
cannot get their rights in a legal system (Saadawi, 2003: 211-212). 
According to feminists, to make Muslim women and their rights as a 
central point for imperialist policy in the Middle East, further reduced Muslim 
female identity at the boundaries of behavior and its presence in Islamic lands are 
occupied (Moghissi, 2005: 49). 
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But within Islam itself advocate the role of Islamic women as housewives  
entitle to keep their husband and their children to realize the value-Islamic in their 
life, thus making the influence of women's education has a status in society for 
other than domestic work. In Islam also permits a wife, with their husband, 
working with committed tackling the burden. 
By increasing the quality of education of women, the role and status of 
women increasingly be relied upon to progress the nation and state. There is 
awareness of the importance of education is one indicator of gender awareness 
(Subhan, 2006: 20). 
Ulpianus in Widanti says that justice is honeste vivere, alterum non 
laedere, suum cuique tribuere which means inner attitudes and behaviors in 
accordance with decency, do not harm others arbitrarily, to give to everyone 
respectively (Widanti, 2005: 55). 
According to Lazreg in Moghissi says that we need to look at the lives of 
women, though in misery, as something meaningful, coherent and understandable, 
not as something that we input into it misery and sorrow. It is important also to 
highlight the fact that women and men have the right, like we, her humanity 
expressed in cultural (Moghissi, 2005: 115). 
Keep in mind that the presence of women in various area of society 
become decisive, at least in the discussion of problems women have a place for 
the whole community. More than that, this problem is global rather than local 
issues in character. One result of the Islamic revolution is capable of breaking new 
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view of women, the rights and role in society in accordance with the needs of the 
times and progress in society. 
C. Feminism Theory 
 Feminism etymologically is derived from the word feminist femme, which 
means women who struggled to fight for the rights of women as a social class. So 
the feminist goal is balance, the interrelation of gender. In the broadest sense, 
feminism is a movement of women to reject everything that is marginalized, 
subordinated, and denigrated by the dominant culture, whether in the political, 
economic and social life in general (Ratna, 2010: 184). 
Feminism's view of the differences in gender roles of men and women in 
general can be categorized into three groups, (Umar, 2010: 57-60) as follows: 
1. Liberal Feminism  
People of this flow, among others, Margaret Fuller (1810-1850), Harriet 
Martineau (1802-1876), Anglina Grimke (1792-1873), and Susan Anthony (1820-
1906). 
The rationale of this group are all humans, male and female, created 
balanced and harmonious and repression should not occur between one another. 
Liberal Feminism aspirated by the principles of enlightenment that men and 
women equally have peculiarities. In ontologism both the same, the rights of men 
by themselves is also a women's rights (Umar, 2010: 57). 
Basic assumptions used in liberal feminism is a doctrine of John Locke's 
natural right that every human being has rights namely the right to life, gain 
freedom, and the right to seek happiness (Nugroho, 2008: 63). According to 
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Wollstonecraft in Kadarusman (2005: 28), describing women as rational agents 
who inferior caused by low education. Liberal Feminism Wollstonecraft 
contemporer agree on optimism that the root of the oppression of women lies 
solely on the level of the same civil rights and equal educational opportunities. To 
fight the oppression of women, Wollstonecraft sue sex and legal equality between 
men and women. Women not only requires recognition of equal rights with men, 
but also have equal access in education and economic interests. 
According to liberal feminism, for equal right between men and women to 
ensure their implementation will be supported by a strong legal basis. Therefore, 
liberal feminism focuses more on changes in their struggle all the laws and the 
laws that are considered to preserve the patriarchal family institution. Liberal 
Feminism by Tong in Nugroho (2008: 66), based on the theory that the 
subordination of women occurs because there is a set of culture and law that 
restrict women's access to success in the public sector. 
Social equality between men and women is how to build a paradigm for 
men and women have equality, so there is not sense of superiority, so that the 
wave feminism movement became very significant to note, whether as a social 
science disciplines or social behavior (Faruk, 2007 : 62). 
2. Marxist-Socialist Feminism 
According to the Marxist flow, the oppression of women is not due to the 
deliberate actions of individuals, but rather the result of the political structure, 
social, and economic system built on capitalism. This flow believes that the class 
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system in the system of capitalism has led to inequality of women (Kadarusman, 
2005: 29). 
Suharto in Azis (2007: 90-91), the core teachings of the Marxist-socialist 
feminists are: 
a. Women are not included in the analysis of class, because of the view that 
women do not have a special relationship with the means of production. 
Because of changes in the means of production is "necessary conditions" 
even though not 'sufficient condition’ in changing factor toward the 
oppression of women. 
b. Proposing a solution to pay women in their work is done at home. Status 
as a housewife and her work is very important for the functioning of the 
capitalist system. "Depends on the housewife capitalism's free labor to 
maintain its workers; if the Housewife refused to continue to work without 
pay, capitalism Could not function ...." (Soulnier, 2000: 56-57). 
c. Capitalism reinforce sexism, because it separates the paid work with  
domestic work and urged women to do domestic work. 
3. Radical Feminism 
According to this group, women do not have to depend on men, not only 
in terms of material fulfillment but also the fulfillment of sexual needs. Women 
can feel the warmth, intimacy, and sexual pleasure to other women (Umar, 2010: 
59). 
Suharto in Azis (Azis, 2007: 81), mentions some of the core teachings of 
radical feminism, namely:  
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a. The personnel of the political is a slogan often used by radical feminists. 
Its meaning: that women's individual experiences of injustice and misery 
which the women are considered as personal problems, are essentially 
political issues are rooted in the imbalance of power between women and 
men. 
b. Protesting exploitation of women and implementation of such roles as 
wive, mother, and male sex partner, and considering marriage as a form of 
formalization of discrimination against women. 
c. Describing sexism as a social system which consists of law, tradition, 
economy, education, religious institution, science, language, media, sexual 
morality, child care, division of labor and social interaction that is to give 
men power over women. 
d. The community should be modified as a whole. Social institutions of the 
most fundamental is also to be changed fundamentally. 
e. Rejecting the hierarchical system of stratified based on gender and class 
lines, as accepted by liberal feminists. 
Based on the theories of feminism, the writer can conclud that all of the 
above theories of feminism is an attempt to fight for the independence of women, 
the equation of status and social roles of men and women to get their rights so that 
not gender difference in the community. 
D. Feminist Literary Criticism 
Feminist literary criticism is one of the disciplines of literary criticism that 
was born as a response to the growing breadth of feminism in different parts of 
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the world. Is it feminism? Lexically, Moeliono and friends in Suharto (1993: 241), 
states that feminism is a movement of women demanding full equality between 
women and men. 
Djayanegara in Suharto (1986: 837), Equaling rights that cover all aspects 
of life, whether in the political, economic, social and cultural. If women are equal 
to men, meaning they have the right to define themselves as possessed by men so 
far.  
The emergence of feminism begins with women’s emancipation 
movement, namely the process of detachment of women from low socio-
economic status and legal restraints that limit the possibilities to grow and to 
progress, Moeliono and friends in Suharto (1993: 225-226). In addition, it should 
be noted also that feminism is not an effort to revolt against men, the struggle 
against social institutions such as institutional household and marriage, although 
efforts to deny the very nature of women in Fakih (1997: 79). Target feminism is 
not just a gender issue but a matter of "humanity" or fight for human rights Awuy 
in Suharto (1995: 88). 
Feminism, whatever the flow is and where his place, emerged as a result 
of gender bias that women tend to be subordinated (Suharto, 2010: 63). These 
conditions raise awareness of women's rights to take its humanity . The struggle 
for gender equality has spawned feminism movement. This movement attempt 
criticizing the power of symbolic and ideological of a culture or even dismantle 
the social system such as class and patriarchal systems that treat women unfairly 
(Kadarusman, 2005: 23). 
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E. Gender Injustice 
Gender inequities are manifested in the form of marginalization, 
subordination, violence, stereotypes, and the workload has occurred at many 
levels in society (Fakih, 2010: 22-23). Some level of gender inequality at various 
levels of society: 
1. Gender Injustice occurs at the State level, policy and State law. 
2. Gender injustice in the workplace, organization and education. 
3. Gender Injustice occurs also on the mechanism of interaction and 
decision-making in society. 
4. Gender injustice in the family environment such as decision-
making process, division of labor and so forth. 
A belief and ideology that has been ingrained in the minds of the public 
will lack women.   
To understand gender differences which cause inequalities of gender, can 
be seen through the various manifestation of injustice that is: 
1. Gender and the marginalization of women 
These gender differences as a result of several different types and shapes, 
place and time, and the mechanism of the process of marginalization of women. 
These gender differences when viewed from the source to come from government 
policies, beliefs, interpretations of religion, faith traditions and customs or even 
the assumptions of science (Nugroho, 2008: 10). 
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2. Gender and the Subordinate 
Subordinate of gender due to the attitude of placing women in positions 
that are not important because assumption emotional woman so that women can 
not appear lead. In the life of the community, household, and state, many policies 
are issued without regard important women (Nugroho, 2008: 11). 
3. Gender and Stereotyping 
In general, the stereotype is the labeling or tagging of a particular group 
(Mansour, 2010:16). One form of this stereotype is sourced from the view of 
gender. For example: the belief in society that men are the ricewinners, the 
women's work only as an additional course (Nugroho, 2008: 12). 
4. Gender and Violence 
Fakih  (2010:17-18) Violence is an attack or invasion against the physical 
and mental integrity of a person's psychological. Some forms of violence due to 
gender differences are: First: the form of rape against women. second : the act of 
beatings and physical assault within the family. Third: violence in the form of 
prostitution. Fourth: violence in the form of pornographic. Fifth: veiled violence. 
Sixth: Sexual harassment. 
5. Gender and Workload  
Gender roles of women in the public perception is managing the household 
so that many women who bear the burden of domestic work more and longer than 
men. Workload to be resulting from gender-biased because it reinforced by the 
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beliefs or views in society that women's work is regarded as female occupations 
(Nugroho, 2008: 16-17).  
Fakih (2010: 22-23) manifestations of gender inequality in the form 
marginalization, subordination, violence, stereotypes, and occur in different 
workload levels: 1) Manifestations of gender inequality occurs at the State, and 
State organizations. 2) occur in the workplace, organizations, and education. 3) 
Occur in customs, culture and the religious interpretations. 4) Happening in 
family environment 5) Manifestations that hard to change beliefs and ideology of 
women and men. 
Feminism aspects use aspect to discuss or analyze gender issues in 
different fields: political, economic, social, legal culture, psychology to 
understand how gender affects and is affected by the policies, programs, projects 
and activities of women to work outside the home. With gender equality means no 
more standardization of roles, double burden, subordination, marginalization and 
violence against women and men (Nugroho, 2008: 29). 
Based on the theories of gender discrimination, the writer can conclud that 
gender inequalities are manifested in the form marginalization, subordination, 
violence, stereotypes, and the workload is to understand the systems and 
structures that lead to gender differences in various levels of gender inequality in 
society. 
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F. Synopsis of the Novel 
Perhaps the lives of women in Saudi Arabia had enough began to unfold. 
But, the journey of a Muslim-Pakistani Qanta who had studied at Britain and 
America to the Kingdom of Saudi-this time reveal more new facts about the 
suffering of women there. Portrait of a history of travel during her visit to a 
complicated world-a world that might make the reader stunned. 
           This novel express her own experiences during her visit a year in Saudi 
Arabia. It is considered a complicated world, who holds the different traditions 
with western countries have been able to make the author became aware and 
understand that the kingdom's state store sickening phenomenon. The reason so 
many strange events that actually inhibit the activity of various movements of the 
people (women) due to exposure to the traditional rules that curb. Qanta Ahmed 
who is a doctor at the hospital King Fahad National Guard Hospital in Riyadh 
which is applied to the military who served in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
explained that the community embraced the local culture of Saudi Arabia 
inconvenient and sometimes even absurd, as well as placing the position of 
women is in pressure. 
         Restraint rules of Islamic law (Shari'a) are very extreme Wahhabi 
interpretation of understanding of the Koran verses make life women cannot free 
because they had no choice but to obey the rules. On behalf of the Shari'a is also 
prohibited from driving cars, buy sets of equipment  music, book a hotel room on 
her own behalf. 
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         Vibration male supremacy spread everywhere to make a woman unable to 
develop her creativity. Therefore, the writer who often perform the task of treating 
patients with other medical teams consisting of men and women of Arab descent 
is clear original only be complementary properties. The condition, according to 
Ahmed Qanta is wrong because Islamic teaching comprehension imprison a 
woman of independence. 
G. The Biography of Qanta A. Ahmed 
In The Land Of Invisible Women is a novel true story written by a female 
doctor on her way to Riyadh, in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia who is a Pakistani 
Muslim who had study in Britain and America that is Qanta A. Ahmed. She is a 
board certified sleep disorders specialist at Winthrop University Hospital in 
Mineola, New York. She is Associate Professor of Medicine at the State 
University of New York (Stony Brook). Dr.Qanta A. Ahmed is a fellow of the 
American College of Physicians, Fellow of the American College of Chest 
Physicians and Fellow of the American Academy of Sleep Medicine. She 
practices sleep medicine exclusively in Garden City, Long Island. Previously, she 
has practiced pulmonary and critical care medicine in the National Health Service 
in the United Kingdom and in the National Guard Health Affairs in Riyadh, in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Also at the Medical University of South Carolina in 
Charleston, SC. Dr. Qanta A. Ahmed holds an Honorary professorship at the 
School of Public Health at Glasgow Caledonian University in Scotland. She is the 
first Muslim woman and the first physician to be selected to be a 2010 Templeton-
Cambridge Journalism Fellow in Science and Religion at the University of 
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Cambridge, England. The fellowship seeks to Ignite a public discourse on the 
nexus of scientific and religious matters, she brings a dialogue here to the 
Huffington Post. This dialogue was recently Recognized by NY Moves Magazine 
in honoring Dr. Qanta Ahmed as a 2010 Power Woman in November 2010. In her 
limited time, Dr. Ahmed serves as a member of the Board of Directors for the 
Women's Voices Now Non-Profit. Foundation is sponsoring Voices from the 
Muslim World, a Short Film Festival. She is published in World Policy Journal, 
The Guardian (London), The Friday Times (Lahore, Pakistan), Trouw (in The 
Netherlands) as well as peer reviewed medical journals (Ahmed A, 2011). 
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CHAPTER III 
METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 
A. Research Method 
In this research, the writer used qualitative method that is intended to 
describe everything related to the topic of the research. In this case, the researcher 
described many forms of gender discrimination and ways of Arab women in 
facing gender discrimination in Arab in In The Land of Invisible women novel by 
Qanta A. Ahmed.      
B. Source of Data 
The resources of data in this research can be divided in two categories: 
1. Primary data 
Primary data were the main data as the object of the research. In this case, 
the primary data are the novel In The Land of Invisible Women. 
2. Secondary data  
Secondary data were the information which were taken from literature text 
reference and related to the topic. There are books and internet browsing. 
C.  Instrument of the Research  
In order to get and analyze data in this research, the writer applied the 
instrument which is called note-taking. The writer wrote down the important 
points that are related to the topic of this thesis during the reading and analyzing 
stages.  
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D.  Procedures of Data Collection 
In collecting data in this research, the writer did a number of procedures as 
follows:  
1. The writer first read the novel carefully. Through this way, the writer 
found the issues and then the writer noted some events consider 
contain the gender discrimination and ways of Arab women facing 
gender discrimination.   
2. The writer stated the information, which denoted about the gender 
discrimination and ways of Arab women in facing gender 
discrimination. 
3. The writer collected and read some relate literature to support the 
object that were analyzed.     
E.  Technique of Data Analysis  
The technique used to analyze the novel In The Land of Invisible Women 
in this research was heuristic method of reading. Heuristic reader is reading done 
in a referential interpretation through linguistic signs. Reading assume that 
language is referential, meaning that should relate to real things. The actual 
reading of this heuristic can be a synopsis or a style of language usage (Sangidu, 
2004: 19).  
F. Procedure of Data Analysis  
By the data were completely available, they were analyzed to reach the 
conclusion of this thesis. Here were the following procedures: 
1. Reading the novel and finding the issues very carefully. 
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2. Analyzing the forms and gender discrimination in Arab through a novel 
text. 
3. Understanding and then describing the issues with the help of the minor 
source of data.  
4. Discussing the issues with competent people such as colleagues, lecturers, 
and consultants. 
5. Taking notes about the finding of information to arrange and get a 
systematic to understanding about it. 
6. Last but not least, underlining or bolding the information both in the prime 
and minor source of data. 
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 
In the Land of Invisible Woman, a novel by Qanta A. Ahmed is a story of 
life's journey a doctor to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, countries that apply the 
system of monarchical government. Travel Qanta A. Ahmed as a doctor at the 
hospital King Fahad National Guard Hospital in Riyadh to explore her experience 
about the lives of Arab women who are isolated in the local culture of Saudi 
Arabia and the position of women who cannot achieve independence to work 
outside the home. The following are about the reveal of the findings followed by 
the discussion. 
A. Findings 
      After reading the novel, the writer found some forms of gender 
discrimination and the ways of Arab women face gender discrimination. For the 
purpose of clarity, the presentation of all the quotations from the novel for each 
category is provided later in the discussion section where the writer elaborates all 
the findings for each category. The writer in this section just provides two or three 
examples of quotation from the findings in the novel to represent each category.  
1. Forms of Gender Discrimination 
  
a) Marginalition  
“from Mecca, poor women who had to work for a living and chose to make 
a few extra riyals in Hajj Season.”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 
173).(Data: 1). 
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“Even though Post Graduate Medicine in the Kingdom was legally a 
desegregated environment, where men and women were employed and 
could interact as work dictated, the voluntary gender segregation 
remained extreme. Rounds were a male dominated event. More often than 
not, I found myself the lone female in the team. If any other women were 
present, they had only silent walk-on parts, mute props watching from the 
sidelines...”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 73). (Data:2).  
b)  Subordinate  
“In August 2006, Reuters reported on new limitations Saudi clerics wished 
to impose on women who were praying at the al-Haram. Interestingly, the 
al-Haram is one of the few places where male and female worshippers can 
intermingle. (Normally mosques are segregated with sections for male and 
female worshippers strictly separated). The clergy wanted to ban women 
from the immediate vicinity of the Ka’aba”(In The Land of Invisible 
Women, 2008: 137). (Data: 3). 
“...In a fiercely protective role of their womenfolk, most families would not 
permit their female family members to visit during the critical illness of 
their relative, even a son or husband...”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 
2008: 178-179). (Data: 4)  
“I returned to Khalaa al-Otaibi, my first patient in the Kingdom. She was 
a Bedouin Saudi well into her seventies, though no one could be sure of 
her age (female births were not certified in Saudi Arabia when she had 
been born). She was on a respirator for a pneumonia which had been slow 
to resolve. Comatose, she was oblivious to my studying gaze. A colleague 
prepared her for the placement of a central line (a major intravenous line 
into a deep vein)”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 2). (Data: 8).    
c) Stereotype 
“They have to be manipulative,” she went on. “ Their goals and dreams 
and their place in the workplace are achieved only through the 
manipulation and influence of husbands or fathers or brothers or sons. 
Without their influence, they can never express themselves . . .” (In The 
Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 64). (Data: 18). 
 “...Of the twenty percent in the Kingdom who were Saudi clinicians, only 
a tiny minority were women. This I could see reflected around me. I had 
almost no female peers”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 75). 
(Data: 19). 
 “... yet somehow in Saudi Arabia she did not deserve what I had accepted 
as a birthright-the freedom to seek an education. I was learning a 
surprising amount about the Kingdom by being at Hajj. The women I 
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worked with in Riyadh clearly were the privileged and moneyed. These 
women in Mecca were more representative of the growing underbelly of 
the lower classes in the Kingdom, the poor strata where oil wealth passed 
them by. In a society where connections and pedigree are everything, 
nothing could ever draw them out of their circumstances”(In The Land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 197). (Data: 22). 
d) Violence  
“yes, Qanta, you are probably right, these children were both victims of 
abuse. No question. We had very limited resources then, even now, and 
you know like in any country there are ignorant, cruel people here too. It’s 
our women and children who suffer most at their hands...”(In The Land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 385). (Data: 25).       
“...She was beaten by her Saudi husband until she was so disfigured she 
had needed plastic surgical intervention. Reports were he had banged her 
head on the marble floor of their home, and when he went to dispose of 
her body thinking she was dead, in fact she stirred a little...”(In The Land 
of Invisible Women, 2008: 386). (Data: 26).   
2. The ways of Arab women facing gender discrimination 
“...The Arab News reported these objections to single gender hospitals in 
the words of one woman in particular: “I don’t think this is a good idea. 
We all live on one planet so we cannot segregate the genders. If the Holy 
Mosque in Makkah, which is the holiest place on earth, does not segregate 
women, then why would the Ministry of Health to segregate them?” Said 
Maha al-Nuwaisser,26”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 76). 
(Data: 1).  
“...We are grateful the mood here is changing, and things are becoming 
more open. The radical clerics are weakening, and our country is finally 
moving ahead in the right direction. The Nation Guard Hospital is very 
progressive, Qanta. Soon we will be performing the Kingdom’s leading 
transplant program. Mashallah, the Crown Prince Abdullah himself is 
very, very supportive to us here”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 
367-368). (Data: 2).  
“...Haydar was a member of the intellectual glitterati who really wanted to 
enable change. All over the Kingdom, couples like Ghadah and Haydar 
raised progressive families while they pursued the very real task of 
developing their nation, which found itself strangling in the suffocating 
slick of extraordinary wealth that had paralyzed so many. Haydar and 
Ghadah were the NewGeneration of Saudis: the idealists, the community 
activists, the servants of the masses, the intellectual gluttons, the 
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progressive, the liberals”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 368-
369). (Data: 3).  
 “...A widely published academic, she was trained at Ivy League Programs 
in the U.S. I also was beginning to recognize that Maha was very busy as 
an activist. She was a proponent of human rights for women and children 
in the Kingdom”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 373). (Data: 4). 
“This problem is much bigger than I realized, Maha said. We are trying to 
change our culture here, a culture of silence. Women are finally finding 
the confidence to speak out. Look at the news reader, she has status, 
wealth, prestige, and she didn’t mention it for years”(In The Land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 392). (Data: 5). 
“...I think our brainchild, the National Family Safety Program, is going to 
help a lot of Saudi families. The Saudi government has started to work 
against this violence. We even formed a human rights society that has as a 
major focus domestic violence. Now we have domestic violence courts, 
and finally we may have women to stand at the bar and defend cases. 
Inshallah, change is coming, change is coming!”(In The Land of Invisible 
Women, 2008: 392). (Data: 6).  
 “I have been very fotunate. The princess has been so welcoming to these 
ideas and has had the courage to take on these challenging and very 
painful problems our country women face. You probably read about the 
arrival of Saudi women who will be practicing law in our own country 
pioneered by the Ahmed Zaki Yamani law. They just decided to start hiring 
women”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008:393). (Data: 7). 
 “Exhausted by her own passion, Maha was finally silent. She quivered 
with energy. Her face shone with noor, the light that is said to emerge 
from the truly good. The woman was a tour de force in a pint-sized 
abbayah”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 394). (Data: 8). 
“And do you know what Qanta? We just put the first offender in prison. 
Can you believe we changed the law? These were crimes that were not 
punishable by imprisonment. Well we, a group of veiled Saudi women, we 
have changed this”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 394). (Data: 
9). 
“Believe me, Saudi women are going to finally have their day! We are 
learning, we are becoming braver, and we are finding men like Dr. Fahad, 
who supports all my efforts at the National Guard and has fostered an 
environment where I could create these agencies; and men like our King, 
who lends influence so I can accomplish these things...”(In The Land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 394). (Data: 10).  
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“...Voices are growing stronger, Mutawaeen perhaps weaker, women 
emboldened. Now and  again, the old ways resurface in the shape of gang 
rapes and lashings, but instead it is Saudi citizens who call at once for 
human rights, not only the international watchdogs...”(In The Land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 433). (Data: 11). 
“It is these same women who hold the keys to change, through their 
daughters and their sons but most of all through themselves. It is the 
voices of these mothers, wives, sisters, aunts, and daughters that we crave 
and their voices that narrow men fear. It is women’s voices that are 
becoming audible, women’s actions that are becoming visible, and 
through their actions, Saudi women who are daily more powerful...”(In 
The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 436). (Data: 12). 
B. Discussions 
1. Gender Discrimination  
Injustice and gender discrimination is a condition of discrimination or 
unfair result of the system and social structure that befall women as victims of the 
system. Gender discrimination is due to the beliefs and justifications are 
implanted throughout human civilization in many  forms. Although the aggregate 
gender discrimination in a variety of life is more experienced by women. Form of 
manifestation of discrimination due to gender discrimination that include: 
a) Marginalization 
Marginalization of women is caused by the ethnic differences that cause 
poverty. This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows:     
 “from Mecca, poor women who had to work for a living and chose to 
make a few extra riyals in Hajj Season.”(In The Land of Invisible 
Women, 2008: 173). (Data: 1). 
From the quotation above, a picture of Arab women are poor due to the 
different tribes and races. 
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Qanta Ahmed was a woman who works as a doctor at the hospital King 
Fahad National Guard Hospital in Riyadh that earmarked for the military who 
serve the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the local culture of Saudi Arabia is sometimes 
more inconvenient and unreasonable, and placing the position of women under 
pressure and even treat women as property complement. This was shown excerpts 
of the novel as follows:    
 “Even though Post Graduate Medicine in the Kingdom was legally a 
desegregated environment, where men and women were employed and 
could interact as work dictated, the voluntary gender segregation 
remained extreme. Rounds were a male dominated event. More often than 
not, I found myself the lone female in the team. If any other women were 
present, they had only silent walk-on parts, mute props watching from the 
sidelines...”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 73). (Data: 2). 
 From the quotation above, a picture of Arab women are marginalized by 
male supremacy that has spread in various areas of public life in Saudi Arabia. 
This happens because understand Wahhabism which has been approved by the 
state that supports male supremacy. This understanding has spread in all aspects 
of people's lives that make Saudi Arabia women as agents of oppression. 
b) Subordinate 
It turned out that the freedom for Arab women are very hard to find, even 
on issues worship. Saudi rulers issued a recommendation that just shows how 
scary they are authoritarian. This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows:               
“In August 2006, Reuters reported on new limitations Saudi clerics wished 
to impose on women who were praying at the al-Haram. Interestingly, the 
al-Haram is one of the few places where male and female worshippers can 
intermingle. (Normally mosques are segregated with sections for male and 
female worshippers strictly separated). The clergy wanted to ban women 
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from the immediate vicinity of the Ka’aba.”(In The Land of Invisible 
Women, 2008: 137). (Data: 3). 
From the quotation above, an illustration of how authoritarian Saudi’s 
ruler has made anti-female discrimination. With these recommendations indirectly 
they plan to put women in areas far from the Ka'ba. The rulers tried to disguise 
discrimination attitude effectively from public view at all holy places. 
Making rules to protect women who have married Arab woman or female 
relative could not visited the family, children, and their husbands, if not yet passed 
the critical period. This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows: 
 “...In a fiercely protective role of their womenfolk, most families would 
not permit their female family members to visit during the critical illness 
of their relative, even a son or husband...”(In The Land of Invisible 
Women, 2008: 178-179). (Data: 4). 
Arab women are very familiar with the various restrictions that limit them 
to do according to their will. The ban is a tradition that aims to protect their 
female relative who are considered weak and fragile. This embodiment of 
compassion as male relatives, subtly indicates the action that women are not 
helpless in dealing with something. 
In Saudi impose Islamic law with very strict even on a very extreme step 
against women. The presence of women in public places is considered as a 
disruption to the activities of men in a public place or in the workplace. Therefore, 
Arab women through the days in the prison of their privacy. It can be seen 
excerpts of the novel as follows:              
“...Because women must not be seen in Saudi Arabia. Women spent 
lifetimes incarcerated in guarded privacy and secrecy. A woman working 
at her desk in clear view of a large window would be unacceptable in this 
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society which wasn’t yet ready to receive women in the public arena”(In 
The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 373-374). (Data: 5). 
From the quotation above, a picture of the Arab community in a very 
modern era is not ready to accept the existence of Arab women in the public area 
show strengths and their strength to compete with men in all aspects of life in 
society. Culture and understanding wahabbi Arab women who have been locked 
so confined in a burqa and could only obey. 
Physical suffering and public psychological Arab woman was relentless. 
Arab governments are not too concerned with the rights of women in social life, 
with the development of education in Saudi Arabia did not change the culture so 
that women feel the education. This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows:  
“...I eventually realized I was as suffocated and oppressed as the illiterate 
women I was treating in my clinics. My country lacks any civil or human 
rights...”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 389). (Data: 6). 
From the quotation above, the image of Arab women is who backwardness 
education and government Arab monarch who is not concerned with civil rights 
and human rights for women to be women cannot improve the lives of Arab 
women in various areas of public life without the influence of people who are 
domiciled in kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
Qanta ahmed is one of the doctors King Fahad National Guard Hospital, 
who were performing the pilgrimage. Arab women are a tough bunch of people 
get the education to achieve their goals. However qanta already know that how 
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little the number of women in the Arab physicians. This was shown excerpts of 
the novel as follows: 
“...I knew the lack of a female doctor was a deterrent to seeking medical 
care for Saudi Women, just as it is in Pakistan or Afghanistan. No wonder 
they were so excited about sharing a tent with a woman doctor”(In The 
Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 171). (Data: 7). 
From the quotation above, a picture of Arab women who work outside the 
domestic career. This is because the traditions and laws that bind the Arab woman 
to be what they dream, so space is limited such as the medical treatment of 
women is only done by doctors women. With the view of women is weak. 
Arab women do not have birth certificates. This is a picture of Arab 
women who are not considered important in the social life of Arab society. Khala 
al-Otaibi was the first patient Qanta A. Ahmed is an Arab women do not have a 
birth certificate as quotations in the novel as follows:                  
“I returned to Khalaa al-Otaibi, my first patient in the Kingdom. She was 
a Bedouin Saudi well into her seventies, though no one could be sure of 
her age (female births were not certified in Saudi Arabia when she had 
been born). She was on a respirator for a pneumonia which had been slow 
to resolve. Comatose, she was oblivious to my studying gaze. A colleague 
prepared her for the placement of a central line (a major intravenous line 
into a deep vein)”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 2). (Data: 8).    
The quotation above, a picture of Arab women are not important in the 
social life of society and Arab society consider women as being weak. They 
assume that women are just as human beings who bear children and take care of 
domestic work. 
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In Saudi Arabia a woman can only do certain things and not have the 
freedom to do things like riding a bike. It can be seen excerpts of the novel as 
follows: 
"... I knew already that it is illegal for a woman to drive in Saudi Arabia. 
In Riyadh, I would be licensed to operate procedures on critically ill 
patients, yet never to drive a motor vehicle. Only men could enjoy that 
privilege”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 8). (Data: 9). 
 From quotation above, a illustrate of Arab women do not have freedom 
make activity outside the home and doing the same thing with men like riding a 
bike. It happens because the women as being carriers of bad luck in the 
understanding of tradition. 
Many things that surprise us in the world of orthodox Islam as in Saudi 
Arabia, women cannot leave the house without their partner as father, son or 
brother and husband who accompanied them during their stay outside the home. 
 “Even the security of my medical skills could not change the fact that 
doctor or domestic, Muslim or not, an unmarried woman cannot enter 
Saudi Arabia alone. Without a sponsor, without husband or father, without 
son or brother, I would wait as a maid would wait, with cargo, like cargo, 
until collected. Woman cannot function as independent entities in the 
Kingdom. My autonomy had already been curtailed”(In The Land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 16-17). (Data: 10). 
 In quotation above, it reflects that the Arab society, especially women are 
strictly forbidden to enter the Arab region alone. Women cannot funtion as an 
independent person to explore their strengths in the community at large. This 
occurs because the assumption people who think women are weak and cannot do 
the same with men.  
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 Gender segregation is bad for Arab women who want a career outside the 
home. The thoughts that have been ingrained in Arab society that woman is a 
figure of adverse male, maker of bad luck. Not only that even the women are also 
regarded as the bearer of doom for the life of the man who led the Arab women 
cannot work outside the home. This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows: 
 “Every assistant was a male Saudi. The men were dotted around edges of 
the kilims, like so many sentries. At the time women were forbidden from 
assisting in shops in the Kingdom and even now can only serve in gender 
segregated malls which have developed in recent years. Strangely, 
therefore, only men could sell abbayahs . . .”( In The Land of Invisible 
Women, 2008: 36). (Data: 11).  
 From the quotation above, a picture of Arab men are  independence,  Arab 
men who control women think that women do not have advantages in working to 
help men fufill household needs. Such as assumptions caused Arab women  
imprisoned in the house. 
Male supremacy that had spread in this country have made Wahabbi 
women do not have choice to move and move freely in the work environment. All 
Saudi women are fully veiled in black abbayah closed body, from head to toe. 
Arab women can only be silent and obedient to perform tasks in the workplace. 
This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows: 
“On rounds, invariably the women would be glued to the back of the 
group, standing always to one side, a single invisible organism.frequently 
I would try to move each female resident with a gentle but firm guiding 
hand to their draped elbow or shoulder, encouraging them to move to the 
fore of the group. Like a phalanx, they moved only in a cohort, afraid to 
stand alone, sheltering each other in a cumulative shadow of their opacity. 
They remained silent and respectful during acrimonious exchanges, 
inscrutable behind their hijabs, rarely tendering any opinion, and 
certainly never questioning anything that was said” (In The Land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 77). (Data: 12). 
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From the quotation above, a picture of Arab women do not have freedom 
of speech, define actions and make decisions based on their desires. Approach to 
the world of Arab women work as medicine is to silence and obedience without 
question, all decisions are always determined by men. 
 In Arab countries it does not permit a woman to have power equal to men. 
Power control women (Mutawaeen) can only be done by men. This was shown 
excerpts of the novel as follows: 
“...There are naturally no female Mutawaeen; only males have this 
authority, which they gain after specifically training at Wahabi clerical 
school, the center of which is in the Deera area of Riyadh where jewelry 
shoppers and jihadists collide”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 
209). (Data: 13). 
From the quotation above, a picture of men control women. Mutawaeen 
are the moral police who control every movement of women and Arab men. Right 
Mutawaeen school for men only. 
Religious police is very oppressive to women in all forms. Wahabbi law 
has poisoned those who forbid women to hear music and not only that but also 
prohibits entering the music stores. This was shown excerpts of the novel: 
 “...Instead in the city, they contented themselves by prohibiting women 
from purchasing music. The few shops that sold some form of music in 
Riyadh banned women from entering. Instead they stood outside, hovering 
nervously in their veils while they waited for their brothers or husbands to 
return with with the CDs in hand...”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 
2008: 216). (Data: 14). 
From the quotation above, a picture of the roles make women and men 
different, that women have no real freedom without the influence of male or 
husbands because of weak laws for women to do the same with men. 
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In Arabic is very difficult to single women without escort them through 
education. Arab women can continue their education abroad if there is an 
agreement from the father or male guardian. This was shown excerpts of the novel 
as follows: 
“...Here in the Kingdom an unmarried woman has to have the written 
permission of her male guardian in order to travel outside to meetings or 
to study...”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 345). (Data: 15). 
Quotation above, a picture of female are dependence on men and 
independence women in realizing their goals. Basically, the Arab woman growing 
up in the confine of the culture that bind them. 
How tightly the rules of the Arab tradition of women, so that Arab women 
cannot take decisions on their careers and lives. For Arab women who are single 
have no way out other than married, before they continue their education abroad. 
This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows:         
“So, she continued guardedly now that she sensed my concern about her 
decisions, “I am well aware that if I insist on assuming my place in the 
fellowship, I will only be allowed to go as a married or engaged woman. 
Without that it will be impossible for me to migrate...”(In The land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 346). (Data: 16). 
From the quotation above, the image of Arab women are powerless to get 
what they wanted only able to be got by marriage. With reason to maintain the 
safety of single women who are far away from male. The rules and traditions of 
this wahabbi kill Arab women for career independence and act according to their 
will. 
The strict prohibition of wahabbi against Arab women, it case make Arab 
women cannot fulfill their rights such as driving a car, or working in public and 
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Arab countries is the state oppression against women. This was shown excerpts of 
the novel as follows:  
 “Preventing women from driving or working in the sphere was another 
way of oppresing those who would choose to pursue that otherwise. This 
society was wholly tipped against women. By removing the ability to drive 
themselves anywhere, women were at the mercy of male authority, 
compelled always to inform men of their destinations and returns, and in a 
country where women could not travel without prior authorization by men, 
they were effetively hostage to their male relatives”(In The land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 390). (Data: 17). 
From the quotattion above, a picture of Arab women do not feel happy 
with the rules that are considered as a front to suppress and treat Arab women 
unfairly. 
c) Stereotype 
Arab woman is a woman who has goals and dreams with other women in 
different countries, but Arab women have different ways to achieve goals and all 
the dreams they want. The influence of men in achieving the dreams and ideals of 
the Arab woman is fortunate for Arab women because no man of Arab women 
can not express their strengths. It can be seen excerpts of the novel as follows: 
“They have to be manipulative,” she went on. “ Their goals and dreams 
and their place in the workplace are achieved only through the 
manipulation and influence of husbands or fathers or brothers or sons. 
Without their influence, they can never express themselves . . .” (In The 
Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 64). (Data: 18). 
From the quotation above, a picture of Arab women who did not find  
independence without the influence of men. And Arab women are not able to 
recognize and meet their needs based on their own without male support. This is 
caused by tightening the law for women who will work in the wider community.  
38 
 
 
 
Intellectual figure of Saudi women is a rare community in Saudi society 
that apply Wahabbi legal system is very hard. Arab women must overcome many 
obstacles to be able to work outside the home. As a woman doctor in the Arab 
only a few percent of men. This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows: 
“...Of the twenty percent in the Kingdom who were Saudi clinicians, only a 
tiny minority were women. This I could see reflected around me. I had 
almost no female peers”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 75). 
(Data: 19). 
From the quotation above, a picture of male domination control all aspects 
of life. In the workplace the number of Arab women are very few because of the 
Arab woman trapped by tradition and law prevailing in the Arab Wahhabi. In the 
workplace too there is a separation between men and women because of Arab 
society assumes that men and women working in same place that is a disaster. 
It turns out the status of women as wives ignored by the Arab community. 
Women are not different from a slave imposed by the husbands. It can be seen 
excerpts of the novel as follows: “...But like so many privileged, sheltered Saudi 
women, his wife had been groomed only to be a bride, not to become a wife”(In 
The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 88). (Data: 20). 
From the quotation above, a picture of a woman is not imposed unfairly by 
a husband who only think of women as slaves to serve her husband. Saudi 
Arabia's state-dominated ecosystems Wahabbi has made some difference in the 
Saudi society.  
Difference not only in gender but also ethnic, racial, and prosperity of 
Arab society. This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows:  
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“...Discrimination in fact is how many of the Saudis define themselves. Saudi 
Arabia is about separation of gender, race, tribe, fieldoms...”(In The Land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 174). (Data: 21). 
From the quotation above, a picture of the Arab community make a 
difference in various aspects of life in Arabia. Arab country is country that really 
stands out all the differences among the Arab people. 
Arab country always make the separation even in the social strata and 
lineage. This separation is extremely distressing for the lower classes feel the 
freedom and education. This privilege can only be felt by people who have money 
and high position. This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows: 
“... yet somehow in Saudi Arabia she did not deserve what I had accepted 
as a birthright-the freedom to seek an education. I was learning a 
surprising amount about the Kingdom by being at Hajj. The women I 
worked with in Riyadh clearly were the privileged and moneyed. These 
women in Mecca were more representative of the growing underbelly of 
the lower classes in the Kingdom, the poor strata where oil wealth passed 
them by. In a society where connections and pedigree are everything, 
nothing could ever draw them out of their circumstances”(In The Land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 197). (Data: 22). 
From the quotation above, a picture of differences in social strata, 
economic, and lineage has a chance to enjoy the world of education and freedom. 
This tradition was very unfair to the low class. 
With the formation of Mutawaeen schools increasingly make women 
depressed by the control performed by the religious police are always watching 
women outside the home. Mutawaeen very unsettle the women. This was shown 
excerpts of the novel as follows: 
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“...We should be locked in our homes in isolation! In public he says all we 
represent is danger and risk, encouraging men to sin. So ignorant! So un-
Islamic!”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 213). (Data: 23). 
From the quotattion above, a picture of a woman is not free in public 
places. Legal provisions against Mutawaeen Arab monarchies to patrol public 
places to make Arab women imprisoned and oppressed by the laws that restrict 
women's freedom. 
Arab women ca not travel unaccompanied by their husbands and their 
brothers. Not only is it a woman cannot book hotels on their behalf. It can be seen 
the novel excerpt as follows: 
“...At the time hotel rooms could only be booked under male names. No 
woman was authorized to book under her own aegis, the assumption being 
she was attempting to stay unchaperoned without permission of a male 
relative...”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 263). (Data: 24).  
From the above quotation is a picture of a man is a backrest for women to 
perform activities outside the home or in public places. 
d) Violence                                                                                                       
 Violence is a physical assault and mental integrity of a person's 
psychology, therefore, rape, beatings, and torture, but also non-physical nature 
such as sexual harassment, threats, and coercion so emotionally women or men 
who experienced it will feel disturbed. 
 The violence that occurred in Arabia is not only felt by women but also 
children as indicated in the novel as follows: 
 “yes, Qanta, you are probably right, these children were both victims of 
abuse. No question. We had very limited resources then, even now, and 
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you know like in any country there are ignorant, cruel people here too. It’s 
our women and children who suffer most at their hands...”(In The Land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 385). (Data: 25).       
From the quotation above, a picture of women and children are as victims 
of men’s violence. The power of men to women who consider women as servants 
of men. This is triggered by tradition and law Wahabbi that women simply 
resigned to the decision of their husbands or men. 
Domestic violence also experienced by Arab women who cannot fight the 
abuse of their husbands. This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows: 
 “...She was beaten by her Saudi husband until she was so disfigured she 
had needed plastic surgical intervention. Reports were he had banged her 
head on the marble floor of their home, and when he went to dispose of 
her body thinking she was dead, in fact she stirred a little...”(In The Land 
of Invisible Women, 2008: 386). (Data: 26). 
From the quotation above, a picture of the Saudi husbands do violence 
against his wife. 
2. The Ways of Arab women facing gender discrimination  
Arab women's ways against oppression and discrimination, they have many 
ways to fulfill their rights in all aspects of life such as social, economic, cultural 
and political. As reflected in the quote in the novel as follows: 
        Arab women are not only silent and submissive in their Abbayah but they are 
not directly convey the protest to the men through the newspapers about the idea 
of building hospitals for women are valued only for marginalized women. It can 
be shown excerpts of the novel as follows: 
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“...The Arab News reported these objections to single gender hospitals in 
the words of one woman in particular: “I don’t think this is a good idea. 
We all live on one planet so we cannot segregate the genders. If the Holy 
Mosque in Makkah, which is the holiest place on earth, does not segregate 
women, then why would the Ministry of Health to segregate them?” Said 
Maha al-Nuwaisser,26”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 76). 
(Data: 1). 
 From the quotation above, a picture of protest and way a professional 
woman disagree with the construction of a hospital with a pattern of sex 
segregation. way of an Arab woman who want a change.          
  Ghadah and her husband Haydar was a surgeon that served the National 
Guard Hospital want a change in the their country. It is like the quotation in the 
novel as follows: 
“...We are grateful the mood here is changing, and things are becoming 
more open. The radical clerics are weakening, and our country is finally 
moving ahead in the right direction. The Nation Guard Hospital is very 
progressive, Qanta. Soon we will be performing the Kingdom’s leading 
transplant program. Mashallah, the Crown Prince Abdullah himself is 
very, very supportive to us here”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 
367-368). (Data: 2). 
From the quotation above, a picture of the intellectual people of Saudi 
Arabia dedicated to the changes and developments in science that they have 
acquired abroad. 
Their change are very impressive, They make changes starting from small 
family in Arab. They are the ones who represent the Arab community, especially 
the Arab women to form a new ideology and the progress of Their Country. It can 
be seen excerpts of the novel as follows: 
 “...Haydar was a member of the intellectual glitterati who really wanted 
to enable change. All over the Kingdom, couples like Ghadah and Haydar 
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raised progressive families while they pursued the very real task of 
developing their nation, which found itself strangling in the suffocating 
slick of extraordinary wealth that had paralyzed so many. Haydar and 
Ghadah were the NewGeneration of Saudis: the idealists, the community 
activists, the servants of the masses, the intellectual gluttons, the 
progressive, the liberals”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 368-
369). (Data: 3). 
            From the quotation above, a picture of Arab intellectuals perform the 
desired movement to change Arab society that men and women perform the same 
role in society except for domestic work, so that is not oppression in a country that 
is dominated male supremacy. They make changes in a team formed from the 
marriage that will affect ultimately the people around them. 
            Maha is Qanta’s friend in the hospital, she was a pediatrician and vice 
chairman of the expert medical infections of children. Arab women are women 
academics are voicing the rights of Arab women and children who are oppressed 
in Arab. It can be viewed as a novel excerpt follows: 
“...A widely published academic, she was trained at Ivy League Programs 
in the U.S. I also was beginning to recognize that Maha was very busy as 
an activist. She was a proponent of human rights for women and children 
in the Kingdom”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 373). (Data: 4). 
From the quotation above, a description of the Arab women through 
human rights community voice human rights for women and children so that they 
get fair treatment from men and do not consider low, weak and ill-treatment of 
women and girls who are considered not useful.    
Arab women's activist challenge is not only Wahabbi legal but also they 
should change the tradition that consider women as the weak who can only serve 
men and do all the housework. This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows: 
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“This problem is much bigger than I realized, Maha said. We are trying to 
change our culture here, a culture of silence. Women are finally finding 
the confidence to speak out. Look at the news reader, she has status, 
wealth, prestige, and she didn’t mention it for years”(In The Land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 392). (Data: 5). 
From the above quotation, a description of the Arab woman tried to 
change the culture and law, so Arab women will find their independence and  
confidence to voice their rights. 
 The way of women are not just for women and children but also their 
protest domestic violence affecting women through the institutions they form the 
Family Safety Program, they also have a domestic violence court to save the 
Saudi family. This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows: 
“...I think our brainchild, the National Family Safety Program, is going to 
help a lot of Saudi families. The Saudi government has started to work 
against this violence. We even formed a human rights society that has as a 
major focus domestic violence. Now we have domestic violence courts, 
and finally we may have women to stand at the bar and defend cases. 
Inshallah, change is coming, change is coming!”(In The Land of Invisible 
Women, 2008: 392). (Data: 6). 
From the above quotation, a picture of the ways of a woman tried to raise 
the degree of women in the eyes of Arab society and women make breakthrough 
changes to achieve their independence. Domestic violence court as a place of 
Arab women defend their right to change their lives are dominated by men. 
Saudi monarchy with the passage of time eventually the queen has 
approved and supports the ideas of Arab women who sought to defend their rights 
and voicing their demands. And laws designed to protect Arab women from all 
forms of oppression. 
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“I have been very fotunate. The princess has been so welcoming to these 
ideas and has had the courage to take on these challenging and very 
painful problems our country women face. You probably read about the 
arrival of Saudi women who will be practicing law in our own country 
pioneered by the Ahmed Zaki Yamani law. They just decided to start hiring 
women”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008:393). (Data: 7). 
            From the above quotation, a description of the women will feel the real 
freedom and won because of the Arab queen support both direct and find a way 
out and the practice of law that will ensure the comfort of Arab women to 
activities and work in a public place. 
Maha is one person whose role in liberating the life and voice privileges of 
Arab women. This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows: 
 “Exhausted by her own passion, Maha was finally silent. She quivered 
with energy. Her face shone with noor, the light that is said to emerge 
from the truly good. The woman was a tour de force in a pint-sized 
abbayah”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 394). (Data: 8). 
            From the quotation above, a picture of Arab women became a symbol of 
female power to change. 
Program the women changed the law has proven female can beat the law 
that always sided  the men, but now women has managed to change it. This was 
shown excerpts of the novel as follows: 
“And do you know what Qanta? We just put the first offender in prison. 
Can you believe we changed the law? These were crimes that were not 
punishable by imprisonment. Well we, a group of veiled Saudi women, we 
have changed this”(In The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 394). (Data: 
9). 
 From the quotation above, a picture of Arab women have proven their 
movements during this change has been applied. 
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         The activist Saudi women are very optimistic with the movements of the 
changes that will occur in the future of the Arab women who crave independence 
in fact, the influence of empire to realize that freedom. This can be seen excerpts 
of the novel as follows: 
 “Believe me, Saudi women are going to finally have their day! We are 
learning, we are becoming braver, and we are finding men like Dr. Fahad, 
who supports all my efforts at the National Guard and has fostered an 
environment where I could create these agencies; and men like our King, 
who lends influence so I can accomplish these things...”(In The Land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 394). (Data: 10). 
From the quotation above, a picture of a woman never give up to maintain 
the position of women in society both in the social, economic and political. 
 Arab women right now beat the moral police who always control their 
behavior in public places and Arab people have demonstrated their objection 
against Mutawaeen by demanding their rights to be met immediately. This was 
shown excerpts of the novel as follows:  
“...Voices are growing stronger, Mutawaeen perhaps weaker, women 
emboldened. Now and  again, the old ways resurface in the shape of gang 
rapes and lashings, but instead it is Saudi citizens who call at once for 
human rights, not only the international watchdogs...”(In The Land of 
Invisible Women, 2008: 433). (Data: 11). 
From the quotation above, a picture of public correct Arab community 
who demanded their rights to be met equitably because the Arab people think that 
freedom is not only owned by they who have power such as moral police. 
The way Arab women now seem very powerful to spread the rule of 
women who opened the future of women. Demands a voice of Arab women is 
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actually making a new reality for the people of Arab women who compete, 
belittled and oppressed by men. This was shown excerpts of the novel as follows: 
 “It is these same women who hold the keys to change, through their 
daughters and their sons but most of all through themselves. It is the 
voices of these mothers, wives, sisters, aunts, and daughters that we crave 
and their voices that narrow men fear. It is women’s voices that are 
becoming audible, women’s actions that are becoming visible, and 
through their actions, Saudi women who are daily more powerful...”(In 
The Land of Invisible Women, 2008: 436). (Data: 12). 
From the quotation above, the picture of the power of ways and voices 
resist the oppression of Arab women, disparagement, harassment, and injustice 
that befell the Arab women. Arab women have a stand firmly and consciously 
fight against gender discrimination to achieve gender equality for the freedom of a 
career woman, working in a public place, without any patrol activity, and 
competing objectively with obey the laws that have been applied to men and 
women.  
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS 
A. Conclusion 
Based on the discussion of problems in In The Land of Invisible Women a 
novel by Qanta A. Ahmed described in Chapter IV, it can be drawn conclusions as 
follows: 
Gender discrimination in In The Land of Invisible Women 'a novel by Qanta 
A. Ahmed is contained of some forms of gender injustice. Gender discrimination 
that is reflected through gender issues in the novel are the marginalization, 
subordination, streotype, violence. Factors behind the emergence of gender 
discrimination, as expression of gender discrimination in In The Land of Invisible 
Women are the local traditions of Arab and wahabbi strict laws that applied in 
Saudi Arabia. 
In Arab tradition and law, Arab women do variety ways of facing gender 
discrimination in the novel In The Land of Invisible Women by Qanta A. Ahmed, 
to show a assertive that Arab women behind the burqa, they have the spirit, idea, 
and want a change in various aspects of life and change the negative perception of 
the role of women in home and in society. Arab women do the protest actions and 
form an organization to fulfill their rights are neglected by the law and tradition in 
Arab.    
B.  Suggetions 
Based on research results, there are a few suggestions as follows:  
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1.  The writer expects to readers to change the mindset or negative view of 
women to  achieve gender equality between the roles of men and women.    
2. The writer proposes that women must be more independent, educated and 
have a certain quality in home and carierr due to men is the same with the 
women in front of our God.          
3. The writer suggests that the readers should pay attention to the background 
of the gender itself in order do not misunderstand between gender and sex 
. In this case, the writer hopes that through this writing the readers can get 
more additional information about gender. Hopefully, through this writing 
the writer has conveyed the moral messages and useful advice. 
4.  It is expected to the students of English and literature department to 
develop the related research in order to enrich the literature research, 
especially about gender discrimination in a novel.  
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